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If you have any interesting information for us to add to our newsletter, please write to Michelle Wallen (wallenm@manateeschools.net). 

Fine Arts Showcase 
Students in Sugg’s Fine Arts Classes showcased their skills for parents and guests on Thursday, December 12th. 

The evening began with a meal cooked by our Culinary classes. There was booths set out to sell art, stuff from agriculture, and a 

booth to sell ornaments. The orchestra and band played wonderfully. It was an amazing experience for everyone. 
 

Submitted by Ryleigh Beller 

   

Take Stock in Children Scholarships 
Congratulations to Elijah Sellers and Jovani Guzman for receiving 

the Take Stock in Children Scholarship. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the  program I had to write a paragraph telling them why I 

would be a great candidate to participate in the program, tell them 

some of the challenges that I had to overcome, and tell them how 

the program would help me. A couple of days later, I found out that 

I made it to the interview, which was a major win for me.  

The day I was going to the interview I was excited and confident. I 

walked in, was very polite and proper, and made a great first 

impression. They asked me to write down what I wanted to be in 

the future. After a while of waiting I got the news that I was 

excepted into the program and went home to tell my grandma and 

my dad the great news. On December 12th I went to the contract 

signing with my dad and grandma. In January I’m going to go to the 

award ceremony and it’s going to be televised. 

I would like to thank all my teachers for taking the time to help me 

succeed.  

Submitted by Elijah Sellers 
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Check out the Sugg Homepage: https://www.manateeschools.net/sugg and FaceBook Page: https://www.facebook.com/wdsuggmiddleschool  

Sugg Middle Agriculture & FFA 
 

Agriscience Class 
Agriculture is new to Sugg Middle, but we have done so 

much! Recently in class, we have been growing potatoes. 

Many of our team plants have grown 2-3 feet. Close to the 

beginning of the year, we planted Zinnias which have grown 

so beautiful in multiple colors like red, orange and yellow. We 

are also growing strawberries, which is still in progress along 

with kale and collard greens. We also now have started rabbit 

and chicken care team managers to oversee the daily 

management of our small livestock. 

 

FFA (Future Farmers of America) 
You may have heard about our new club this year - Sugg Middle FFA (Future 

Farmers of America). We are a local chapter of the National FFA 

Organization. Some of our main goals are to honor agricultural opportunities 

and develop leadership qualities. We have meetings every Wednesday and 

still welcome new members. Most recently, we practiced very hard together 

as a team for a public speaking event called Opening and Closing 

Ceremonies. We competed December 12th in Palmetto and had a lot of fun! 

We also got to tour a greenhouse and learning garden sponsored by the 

University of Florida. 

 

Submitted by Halima Ben Slama, FFA Reporter 

Sugg Middle FFA Competition Team 

competed on December 12th in 

Public Speaking. Pictured are 

Johnathan Donato, Halima Ben 

Slama, Presley Million, Elyias 

McCary, Cheyanne Clark, Tristan 

Ricarte, and Anislyer Spanoz.  



Mrs. Lough 
1.) What inspired you to teach 

agriculture? 

My inspiration to teach came from 

people themselves. I was inspired to 

teach middle school because I think 

middle school students are the most 

fun. Their (YOUR) creativity, 

spontaneity, joy and enthusiasm 

inspires me every year. 

  

2.) Do you have any children? YES! 180  plus many grandchildren from 

other years of teaching ... so actually maybe like 1800. (laughing) 

  

3.) Do you like teaching here? LOVE IT! Everyone works as a TEAM, the 

ship runs smoothly and we have a strong captain. Also, everyone I meet 

in west Bradenton and in the School District is so excited to have urban 

agriculture in this part of Manatee County. Sugg Middle School is the 

FIRST SCHOOL in over 40 years to offer this class! Sugg is setting a 

trend for wonderful things! 

  

4.) Do you think you will be teaching here for long? I could teach here 

many years. The atmosphere is great. But, I truly don't know the answer 

to that question.  

  

5.) Where are you from? Kentucky and North and South Carolina. 

  

6.)Do you love your students? I deeply love my students.. When my 

students get inspired and excited or when they get to see a seed sprout, 

or notice the butterflies outside starting to arrive now that we are growing 

plants, or gets super-focused on caring for our animals, or begins to 

work more safely, it absolutely makes my heart do cartwheels inside. I 

love watching my students learn something new and take pride. 

  

7.) Is agriculture fun? Of course! Where else could I be around so many 

fun young people, grow cool things, make life pretty with flowers and 

green leaves, play with worms while helping reduce air pollution, and 

laugh watching the chickens be silly? Plus, being in the garden teaches 

me many secrets about life, such as how to be gentle and kind and how 

to be patient as I watch the seeds we plant grow until they are ready to 

harvest and eat. YUM! 

 

Submitted by Eliana Arias 

 

Teacher Features  
Basketball, Volleyball  

and Flag Football 

Basketball 

1/21 – Sugg at Johnson 

1/22 – Lee at Sugg 

1/28 – Sugg at Buffalo Creek 

1/30 – Haile at Sugg 

2/4 – Mona Jean at Sugg 

2/13 – Sugg at King 

2/19 – Sugg at Braden River 

  

Volleyball/Flag Football 

3/10 – Lee at Sugg 

3/24 – Sugg at King 

3/26 – Sugg at Buffalo Creek 

4/2 – Sugg at Haile 

4/6 – Mona Jean at Sugg 

4/14 – Johnson at Sugg 

Sunshine State Young Readers 
Submitted by Daniel Gilcrest 

 

Small Spaces by 
Katherine Arden is 
about a girl names 
Ollie going on a 
fieldtrip to a farm. But 
when the bus comes 
back it breaks down. 
Ollie leaves the bus 
and starts an 
adventure. At the 
same time the other 
kids get taken away 
by something. 

 

Wedgie & Gizmo by 
Suzanne Selfors is 
about a super hero 
dog with an evil 
genius guinea pig. 
Wedgie is a non-
stop barking dog, 
who loves everyone, 
even the guinea pig. 
Gizmo is the evil 
genius guinea pig 
out to take over the 
world. 

 

Survival Tails: The 
Titanic by Katrina is 
about Charman Mutt, 
the dog, follows his 
owner to the RMS 
Titanic. Once there, 
he sneaks on the 
ship to search for his 
best friend Alice. 
Mutt must find Alice 
before the 
unthinkable 
happens.  

Mrs. Havill 

Q1: How long have you 

worked at Sugg? 

This is my 4th year 

teaching at Sugg 

Middle School 

Q2: What do you teach 

and what have you 

taught in the past? 

I currently teach Band, Orchestra, Music, and 

Co-Teach Journalism. In the past, I have also 

taught TV Production, typing, computer 

applications, and math remediation. 

Q3: Where are you from? 

I am originally from Southern Indiana (a town 

called Newburgh), but spent many years in 

central Indiana in a town called Bloomington. 

Q4: How long have you lived in Bradenton? 

I’ve lived here for 4 years. 

Q5: Do you have kids and if so, how many? 

I have kids, both girls, and two grandchildren, 

one boy, one girl. 

Q6: Where did you go to college? 

I got my Music Education Degree at Indiana 

State University and my Digital Photography 

Degree at The Art Institute of Pittsburgh 

Online Division.  

Submitted by Madison Koch 
Welcome back from Winter Break! 

As we enter the second part of the year, students are 

more familiar with their strengths and weaknesses. 

Now that we all enjoyed a break, you can come back 

to school refreshed and set some goals for the end of 

the year. 

Students in 8th grade can start setting goals for high 

school. The spring semester is a great time to look at 

the website for your high school and see if they offer 

any programs that you are really interested in. 

Palmetto HS and Southeast HS were here in the fall 

to speak with select students about the IB and AICE 

programs. AVID is available at several high schools. 

Bayshore HS has a nationally recognized AVID 

program. Manatee HS has a medical academy. If you 

have specific questions about your high school, 

please see your School Counselor. 

FSA testing is will be in April and May. While we tell 

our students to do their best in all situations, some 

students experience some test anxiety. Learning 

positive self-talk is an important strategy to help 

combat anxiety. Telling ourselves, “I can do it” or “I’m 

ready” can be helpful. A recent study had an 

interesting strategy that we found very interesting and 

potentially helpful. When feeling anxious, it can be 

beneficial to say, “I’m excited!” instead of “I’m anxious” 

or “I’m scared.” The theory behind this is that we are 

reframing our anxious response into something 

positive, excitement. It is also easier to move from a 

state of anxiety to excitement than it is from a state of 

anxiety to a state of calm. We are all individuals, so 

we always tell our students to try different strategies 

and find what works for them. 

 

No Early Release in 

January. 

Our next Early release 

will be on Wednesday, 

February 5th.  

Students are dismissed 

at 2:40. 

Now that the new furniture and 

books are set up, Mrs. Craig is 

ready to move forward with the next 

area. The new Makerspace is a STE

(A)M-based area for students to 

design, create, make mistakes, fix 

mistakes, and persevere. They 

should also have fun while doing it.  

She will also be adding things like 

bookmarks to color and other simple 

art projects for students too. 

AVID News 

As always, AVID has been busy. We had three 

recent visits from the Manatee Bar Association. 

They sponsor us and share amazing and 

interesting information with our students.  

Through a generous donation from the Manatee 

Education Foundation, we went on a field trip to 

AVID at Bayshore High School. Thank you for 

sponsoring us.  

Bayshore High is designated an AVID National 

Demonstration School. As you can see we are 

very busy getting organized and trained for high 

school and college.  

Happy Holidays from AVID! 

Martin Luther 

King’s 

birthday is 

coming up on 

the 15th of 

January. We 

will have no 

school on 

January 20th. 

He is very 

famous for his 

“I have a 

Dream” speech he gave on the 28th of 

August, 1963.  Martin Luther King was 

a very brave and bold person. He 

stood up for not only himself, but for 

others too. He inspired many people 

and won the Nobel Prize. 

Submitted by Steven Leccima 

The Yearbook Staff has done a lot of work 
in the last month. We have started working 
on our own assigned pages. We have been 
working on events like the Hispanic 
Heritage Night, the Cross Country Team, 
FBLA, etc. We are going to work on even 
more, while making sure that everyone is in 
the yearbook.  

Order forms or online orders need to be 
turned in to by January 31st. 

Submitted by Jose Gonzalez-Aponte 

Mr. Smith’s students making 

CO2 dragsters.   

Students and staff are enjoying the new furniture and technology in the Media Center. 

Avid students visiting Bayshore HS. 


